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Answer first: the Character.AI alternative you want depends on which

limitation you are escaping. For content freedom: JanitorAI (18+,

unfiltered by design, API-based) and Chai (looser than C.AI, stricter than

Janitor). For long-form story craft: NovelAI and AI Dungeon (story engines,

not chat). For maximum control at the cost of setup: SillyTavern frontends

over local models or API endpoints. For companion continuity: Replika. For

authored stories with your choices preserved: the curated

interactive-fiction layer (Ouba, ouba.art, on the romance side) hands you

scripted stories matched to your taste, no model drift at all. The

comparison, with the trade-offs stated plainly, follows.

The field

Platform Model class Content posture Memory tooling Best for

Character.AI Proprietary hosted Filtered, strict Persona-level Accessible
roleplay

JanitorAI Your API or theirs 18+, unfiltered Chat-level, bot
cards

Freedom, character
depth

Chai Proprietary hosted Moderate Chat-level Mobile casual play

NovelAI Proprietary
(subscribe)

Uncensored tier
available

Lorebook (strong) Long-form stories

AI Dungeon Proprietary hosted Filtered tiers Memory + world
info

Accessible
adventure play

SillyTavern Any (local or API) Whatever you run Extensive (world
books)

Control, tinkering

Replika Proprietary hosted Companion-focused,
policy history

Persistent
companion state

One ongoing
relationship

Ouba (ouba.art) Not generative
(authored)

Curated romance Scripted state Stories that never
derail

The distinctions that actually matter

**Chat versus story engine.** Character.AI and its direct alternatives are

chat platforms: a persona, a conversation, improvisation. NovelAI and AI

Dungeon are story engines: narration, adventure mode, world state, designed

for prose-length play. The commonest mismatch in this category is a reader who

wants a story engine downloading chat apps or vice versa. The chat platforms

improvise brilliantly and hold no plot; the engines hold plot and ask more of

the player.

**Hosted model versus your model.** JanitorAI's structural trick is the API

layer: bring a key (from an LLM provider) or use their endpoints, which moves



content posture to the model layer. SillyTavern extends the logic to its

conclusion: an open-source frontend that connects to local models (run on your

own hardware via KoboldCpp, Ollama, and peers) or any API, with world-book

memory tooling that matches NovelAI's. The trade is setup labor and hardware;

the payoff is total control of model, content, memory, and data. Power users

converge here; the test logs behind this site's memory comparisons were

largely run on such stacks.

**Moderation posture.** Stated factually, without enthusiasm or judgment:

Character.AI filters aggressively (its own terms and filters are the

category's tightest), Chai sits moderate with looser behavior on paid tiers,

JanitorAI gates the whole platform behind 18+ and runs unfiltered, NovelAI

sells an uncensored tier to subscribers, AI Dungeon runs filtered tiers with a

policy history worth reading before subscribing, and Replika's content policy

has changed materially over time (the 2023 intimacy-policy change and its

partial reversal is documented publicly). The adult-content question gets its

own comparison on this site; the one-line version is that posture is policy,

policy changes, and you should read the current terms before paying any of

them.

The memory question in brief

The full test logs live in this site's memory comparison; the summary relevant

here: hosted chat platforms hold conversation-window memory with thin persona

persistence, NovelAI's lorebook and SillyTavern's world books provide durable

story state, and AI Dungeon's memory/world info sit between. If your

alternative-seeking is driven by "it forgets my story," the chat platforms

will all disappoint you identically, and the fix is an engine with external

state, or authored fiction where the state is scripted (the Ouba row: curated

stories with saved branches, matched by trope rather than generated).

Choosing by escape-reason

"I want content freedom": JanitorAI (simplest), SillyTavern plus a local model

(most control), NovelAI uncensored tier (story-first). "I want it to remember

my plot": NovelAI, AI Dungeon, or a SillyTavern world book; not any chat

platform. "I want better characters": the honest answer is that persona

quality tracks the model and the card, and SillyTavern's community cards plus a

strong model currently lead. "I want a companion, not a story": Replika remains

the category-defining choice. "I want a story that ends the way it was

written": the authored tier, curated and matched (Ouba's model), where memory

is a save file and the ending was always there.
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